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It’s  hard to think of Je-
sus as weak. By our standards 
he was super-human.  When did 
he ever face a moment of weak-
ness?  Storms obeyed him, de-
mons obeyed him, death obeyed 
him, he was never able to be 
tripped up in his teaching; did he 
ever have an off day?  How can 
Christians teach that Jesus knows 
our weakness?  How can he know 
what it feels like to have a bad day, 
to be off your game, for nothing to 
seem to go right, to be out of your 
element?  How could Jesus possibly 
know weakness?  Jesus was com-
pletely human, and he experienced 
grief, sadness, disappointment, frustra-
tion, and weariness.  He was at the end 
of his rope in the garden of Geth-
semane.  Yet, he came through it all 
flawlessly.  Was he ever truly weak? 
   If we examine Jesus’ experience only 
by human standards it’s difficult to be-
lieve he can identify with weakness, but 
Jesus was also more than human.  He 
was God, and he remembered what it was 
like to be fully God, before he became fully 
human.  He knew who he was in the tem-
ple at age twelve.  He said he remembered 
seeing Satan cast from heaven.  He talked 
with Moses and Elijah in their heavenly 

forms like he was talking to a neighbor over 
the fence.  He knew what he had been, and 
what he had given up.  Paul tells us in Philip-
pians that Jesus laid aside the very essence 
of being God to take on human form.  He says 
Jesus “emptied himself” to become like us.  
Talk about not feeling like yourself!   

   In reality, Jesus experienced weak-
ness every day to a degree that we 
can’t even imagine.  Before he 
calmed the storm with a word, he 
spoke everything into existence.  Be-
fore he cast demons out of tormented 
people, he cast them out of heaven.  
Before grew up, aged, ate, slept, hurt, 
and experienced life and time from 
the mundane to the exciting, he ex-
isted for eternity and created time it-
self.  Before he prayed and lived full 
of the Holy Spirit, he sat at God’s right 
hand in perfect and complete relation-
ship with the Father.  Before he took 
on our sin, and our punishment, he 
was perfect righteousness and holi-
ness. 
   It’s hard to think of Jesus as weak.  
But without his weakness, we would 
all be lost and without hope.  Because 
he chose to become weak, to take 
on our frailty, and become obedient 
even to death on a cross, we can take 
on his strength.  The Bible tells us that 
we should rejoice in our weakness, 
because in our weakness his strength 
is made perfect.  Because of Jesus’ 
weakness we can take on his right-
eousness, his holiness, his very char-
acter.  Because of Jesus’ weakness 
we can share in his power over sin 
and death.   
Because Jesus chose to lay aside his 
essence of being God, take on human 
weakness, and die in our place, when 
he rose from the dead he picked up 
his former power and glory and God 
exalted him above everything.  He 
now holds all of his former power and 
glory and extends that power and do-
minion over sin and death on our be-
half.  God turned his weakness into 
perfect and ultimate strength. And 

we are the benefactors. 
   When we accept God’s love 
and mercy, when our lives be-
come his, the Bible says the 
same power that caused Jesus 
to rise from the dead lives in 
us.  Power that sets us free 
from sin.  Power that allows us 
to participate in God’s mission.  
Power that allows us to be 
sons and daughters of God.  
Power that, just like Jesus, will 
one day transform us and pro-
pel us into heaven where we 
will live for eternity knowing 
God completely, just as he 
knows us. 
   It’s hard to think of Jesus as 
weak, but his weakness is our 
perfect strength, and our per-
fect hope! 

SWEET POTATO SOUFFLE 
3 cans mashed sweet potatoes 
3/4 c. sugar 
2 1/2 T. margarine 
1/2 c. milk 
2 eggs 
1 tsp. vanilla 
Pinch salt 
 
Topping: 
1/2 c. brown sugar 
2 T. flour 
1/2 c. chopped pecans 
2 1/2 T. melted margarine 
 
Mix all ingredients together. Pour 
into greased dish.  Top mixture with 
topping.  Bake, uncovered, at 350 
deg. For 35 to 45 minutes. 
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