
Pastor’s ar cle or most im-
portant story of the month 
goes here. 
 
 
 
 
 
An alternate background is available on the 
pasteboard to the le  that is without the 
“God Bless America” graphic at the bo om. 
This allows you to adver se your special July 
4th event here. 

Pastor’s 
photo 
here 





to HappenThis page contains 
some examples of 
custom graphics that 
were included with 
this edition.  These 
graphics are all scal-
able and are provid-
ed for you to use or 
remove. 



Youth Logo or Group 
Name here 



C ommon Courtesy – Common Decency 
– Common Sense – All are profoundly 

uncommon these days.  If you notice someone 
carrying a load into a building and hold the 
door for them, chances are they will be 
shocked (possibly even offended).  If you try 
to have a pleasant conversation on an elevator, 
you may be thrown out at the next floor.  
Words once considered indecent for television 
or radio are now frequently heard in commer-
cials.  Women who would be embarrassed to 
be seen in public in their underwear are per-
fectly comfortable wearing swimsuits smaller 
than any undergarments they own.  Women 
actually embarrassed to be seen in public in 
their underwear are becoming increasingly 
rare.  The growing popularity of lotteries and 
casinos reveals the common sense vacuum in 
our country.  What once was common is 
quickly becoming an oddity. 
   As these common values become rapidly 
less common, a unique opportunity arises for 
Christ-followers.  In the past, Christian values 
were common, even among non-Christians.  
That reality provided little opportunity for a 
Christian to “stand out.”  As our culture 
changes (deteriorates) around us, our uncom-
mon actions and attitudes will catch people’s 
attention.  When we show old school common 
courtesy, decency, and sense, people will no-
tice.  When we show Biblical courtesy, decen-
cy, and sense, we’ll stick out like a search bea-
con at midnight. 
   Jesus said that people will know we are His 
disciples by our love for others, and He calls 
us to markedly uncommon love.  He calls us to 
love not only our friends, but our enemies as 
well.  He calls us to do good to those who hate 
us, to speak blessing to those who curse us, 

and to pray for those who mistreat us.  He calls 
us to live quiet, holy lives and to be at peace 
with our neighbors.  He calls us to be fair, 
humble, respectful, joyful, thoughtful of oth-
ers, modest, and righteous.  He calls us to live 
with His wisdom – wisdom as deep, timeless, 
and unfathomable as it is practical and useful.  
These characteristics will stand out even more 
in this culture of Common Discourtesy, Com-
mon Indecency, and Common Nonsense!   
Our culture has not just lost once common 
values, the great problem is that attitudes and 
actions once considered disreputable, even 
scandalous are now common, and widely ac-
cepted.  Our once commonly courteous society 
is now largely rude, selfish and unthoughtful.  
Our once commonly decent society is now 
largely crude, immodest, and shameless.  Our 
once commonly sensible society is now large-
ly ignorant, reckless and even foolish.  
   A flashlight at noon is only noticeable when 
shined directly into your eyes, but a flashlight 
at midnight is noticeable from great distances.  
Likewise, as we portray Biblical attitudes and 
actions which are opposite those common to 
our culture, we will be that light, helping peo-
ple find their way to knowing God.  To be-
come that light we must allow the Holy Spirit 
to transform us into the image of Jesus – tak-
ing on His character, His values, His morality, 
His wisdom, and His purpose.  We must be 
saturated with His Word, allowing the Bible to 
reveal to us our deficiencies, define our aspira-
tions, and become the standard by which we 
live.   
   A light shining in your eyes will only make 
you more likely to stumble, but a light illumi-
nating the path in front of you will allow you 
to find your way.  If we, as Christ-followers, 
live our uncommon lives with no regard for 
those around us stumbling in the darkness, we 

are only the light shining in their eyes 
(and not really following Christ).  
Only when we follow Him who left 
His throne in Heaven to become a 
man, living and dying to show us 
how to know Him, will we become 
the light on the path.  We must follow 
Jesus in sharing our knowledge of 
God, telling others of our hope, joy, 
peace and assurance in Him.  Simply 
seeing the uncommon does not make 
it desirable.   As the world around us 
notices our uncommon attitudes and 
actions, we must share with them the 
One who is behind our change, His 
love for them, and the uncommon 
future He has planned for them.  Un-
common living without sharing is 
fruitless, and sharing without uncom-
mon living is destructive.  In order to 
truly follow Jesus, we must share 
hope, and embrace the uncommon! 

Provide a recipe 
from a lady in your 
church, or guy, if you 
want to be politically 
correct, :-) here. 



Logo, return address 
goes here 
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