
Pastor’s article or most im-
portant story of the month 
goes here. 
 
 
 
 
An alternate background without the “We’re in the 
People Business” text and an alternate background 
without the text and the picture are both available 
on the pasteboard.  It’s your choice because 
“It’s Your News.” 
 
 
 
 
Note: the graphic and text below can speak for 
themselves and are not necessarily 
meant to drive the topic of the 
Pastor’s article. 

Pastor’s 
photo 
here. 

 
Your Custom Masthead here 



Use this long column for 
one long story or several 
short stories or an-
nouncements.  You can 
use the blue heading 
boxes for headings.  
Just draw a text box on 
top of them and type 

your heading with bold 
type.  You can copy and 
paste as many as you 
need.  Drag them to the 
pasteboard if they don’t 
fit with your layout 
plans. 

HEADING 

Event/Story Name 
 Who 

 What 

 When  

 Where 

Type details of story or  
event in this space.  It’s okay  
to go outside the lines of the 

background graphic a little.  It’s 
interesting to the eye and adds 

some character to the design.  You 
just need the right story or event for this 

space and it will  look great.  I know this is a 
little different but different is good.  “Always the 
same” is bad.  Work with me here. You can do it. ;-) 



This page contains some 
of the custom graphics 
that were included with 
this edition. 



Youth news background.  Just 
drag it off to the pasteboard if it’s 
not appropriate for your page lay-
out plans. 



   The Gospel, the good news about God’s 
love, was sent by God on a journey. Its 
destination is the throne of God where, 
when the journey is over, people from all 
nations, languages, and tribes will gather 
to worship God forever. One of the great-
est mistakes we can make is to allow the 
Gospel to stop with us. When God estab-
lished his covenant with Abraham, and 
when he gave his law to Moses, he prom-
ised that through them he would bless all 
the people of the world - if they shared the 
news about him with the world. Ulti-
mately, Israel refusing to share him with 
the world caused God to reject them and 
set the gospel on a new path, creating a 
new covenant with all who believed and 
accepted him. When we accept God and 
his new covenant of forgiveness and 
adoption, we accept the responsibility 
(and the great joy) of the gospel journey. 
We become God’s sons and daughters, 
and we become his ambassadors, his mes-
sengers of goodwill. On its journey the 
gospel comes to each of us on its way to 
someone else. 
   In Acts we see God establish his new 
covenant in the church, and we see the 
gospel traveling at full speed. What made 
the early church so successful at spread-
ing the gospel message? First and fore-
most was the presence of God in their 
lives. After all, Jesus promised that as his 
Spirit lives in us we would become his 
witnesses to our world. As God’s pres-
ence in our daily lives increases, so will 
our communication of the gospel. The 
more God fills your life, the more you 
can’t help but tell people about him. 
Sadly, the opposite is also true, as we 
neglect to share the gospel, we limit 
God’s presence in us, or rather, we limit 
our presence with God. God moves with 
the gospel, and we must choose to move 
with him or not. 
   The next element of their success was 
loving community. As the early church 
grew in their love for God they loved each 
other more. The more they loved God and 
each other, the more they wanted every-

one to be a part of their experience, and 
the gospel raced on. Their lives were so 
full of God’s presence and loving commu-
nity that it changed their value system.  
Things once important and cherished were 
replaced by a love for God and each other. 
Christ-followers with wealth sold their 
land and possessions to help the poor. 
They ignored all social barriers and lived 
as family. God’s presence gives us the 
power to be his witnesses, and loving 
community gives us the credibility. Jesus 
said that others would know we were his 
by our love.  Loving community is essen-
tial to sharing the gospel. 
   The next element of the early church’s 
success was their perseverance. Even in 
the midst of trouble and great tribulation 
they continued loving God and others. 
There is no circumstance in this life that 
can stop the gospel from reaching its des-
tination, but sadly, circumstances are of-
ten the “reason” given by Christ-followers 
for not pursuing God’s presence, not liv-
ing in loving community, and not sharing 
the gospel. God wants to use our circum-
stances to help spread the gospel. As the 
early church remained committed to 
knowing God and to each other, even in 
the midst of great persecution and the 
threat of death, God was able to turn their 
negative circumstances into great joy. As 
we trust God, his intervention in our cir-
cumstances (whether a miracle or peace 
and joy that is beyond human understand-
ing) can be what God uses to awaken faith 
in someone’s heart. God can also use the 
evidence of our loving community in the 
midst of difficult circumstances. As we 
reach out in love and support to those in 
need we will attract those hurting who 
don’t know God. 
   Finally, the Acts church seized every 
opportunity to spread the gospel. They 
even saw their negative circumstances as 
an opportunity to tell about God’s love. 
When Paul was arrested for preaching the 
gospel, he saw it as an opportunity to 
share with his Roman captors and prose-
cutors. Eventually, Emperor Galerius 

made Christianity legal in the 
Roman Empire, putting an end to 
the Roman persecution of Christ-
followers. The next emperor, 
Constantine, became a Christ-
follower and made Christianity 
the official religion of Rome. 
Constantine’s favor of Christian-
ity and his convening of the 
Council of Nicea are considered 
major factors in the spread of the 
Christian faith. When we share 
the gospel with someone we 
never know where its path will 
lead from there. 
   We must live in God’s pres-
ence, be active in loving commu-
nity, persevere through all cir-
cumstances, and seize every op-
portunity. That is the path of the 
Gospel, and the path of every true 
Christ-follower. It’s the path to 
heaven, where we will worship 
with people from every tribe, 
nation, and language. 

Mix & Press Pastry 
 
1 c. flour 
1/2 t. salt 
1/4 c. shortening 
2 T. butter 
1 T. cold water 
 
Combine all Ingredients. 
Beat at low speed until 
particles are fine.  Press 
into 9 or 10 inch pie pan 
with floured fingers.  Bake 
at 400 degrees until 
lightly browned. 
Yield: 1 crust. 
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